Ladera Vineyards. 2004 Cabernet Sauvignon Howell Mountain
($70): Deep ruby-red. Cassis, black cherry and menthol on the pure,
slightly medicinal nose. Dense, sweet and pure, with lovely delineation
and depth to the flavors of dark berries, bitter chocolate and mint.
Chewy but pliant. Finishes with firm but ripe tannins and very good
length. Classic Howell Mountain cabernet from a ripe year. 91.




